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SUUMASY 

M^easures of psychological distance have been interpreted as 
reflectirtg, subjects* pprceieved social relationshipslKuethe ,1962) 
or' as reflecting **degree of desired interpersonal intimacy- or 
disassociatio.n**' (Tolor ,& Donnon ,19694 • Various studies have shown 
a relationship between extent of so,cial deprivation and desire. 

for adult contact , (Tolor & Orange, 1969; tolor, 1970)* Other 

• . *■ ' 

investigations Havp demonstrated the relatdonship between social 
deprivation of instituticAialized retarded children and their j 

greater responsiveness to social r einf orcejnent by adults than 

v\ 

children in less, socially deprived environments (Eutterfield & 
Zigler.; 1965; Klaher , Butterfield & Gould, 1968; Zigler, Balla 
& ButteVfield, X.^^8; Weaver, Zigler & Balla, 1971) • 

In the* preserjt study the performance of 3 gTo^ip*. of 36 
children, each were evaluated on a measure of psychologicj\l distance, 
th^^ sticker family game» These were institutionalized * Retarded, * 
non-institutionalized retarded and jiormal children equated on ^ 
mental age and as closely as possible on sex«- 

» '* 

The' sticker family game is a felt board' varian t of Kuethe' s 



social schema technique (l^6'2), in which fath»^r, mother and 

~ ■ ' "V ■ • . • 

sexless child are s imul tane)^?isly placed on a fel t board in any 

\ 

order and distance from each\ other that the child wishes^. In 

• I* 

Hccofdance wi th^^)reriou's findings in ins ti tutional ized ^chil dr en , 
indicatip;:^ a frr^vilev desire to interact with adtilts, it was ^ 

. hypothesized that th''e ^ins ti tutional i^ed children would place 

1 

the child figure closer to both a mother and father fixture than 

the other 2 groups^ No dif f efence3\in__dLstance of placement of 

— — — — ^ ^ ^ 

child figure from either mother or father figures* w^re expected 
between the non-^ns ti tutional izad retarded and the normal group^ 

It was futher hypothesized that all 3 groups would 
demonstrate one of the three major commonalities of social ^ 
schemas foun^Vljy Kuethe (1962), by placing the child figure 
closer to the mother figure than the father figure ♦ 

The results indicated that contrary to prediction both the 
institutionalized and non-institutionalized retarded placed the 
child figure closer to both the mother and father figure than 
the normals » The normals thus were significantly different from 
both retarded groups on this measure* There was no significant 
difference between the insti tutionalized and the non-institutionalized 
retarded group, ♦ ^ • * 

These findincjs suggest tlVat from the perspective of 

psychological distance ,* retardation is mor^' sal ient ^ Chan 

instifetitionaiization. This coWd he intei'preted as indicating that, 

in so Par as psychological distace is concorned, deprivation ' 

muv not have a direct' relatj^ship witb desire for adult 

in'tei-action • Another possibility as that both retard'^d groups ^ 

ere closer together on' extent of social deprivation than the 
^^^^normals • 
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Although the institutionalized retarded would be "expected to have 
lf*ss contact with adults than the non-institutional i'/.e'd rf*tard*>d^ 
a d^efinition of s'ocial deprivation must also take cognizance of 
the extent of approval these children receive from adults^ It is 

reasonable to believe that the nbn-ins ti tuti onal i zed retarded 

♦ - - 

c 

receive very linited approval from adults and may be suffering from 
a arf^ater amount of social deprivation, than previously arSsumed* 

i 

•Both retarded grouips placed the child figure closer to the 
mother than the father figure as predicted* While the normal group 
also placed^ba child figure closer to the mother figure, the 
difference in distance from the father figure was not significant* 
It may be that the normal group in this study was actually qtiite 
atypix^al since they vj^ere drawn from a culturally deprived background. 
Toloi* and Orange (1969) found that disadvantaged subjects consistently 
placed further apart all classes of so<:ial stimuli.,It also mgty be 
expected that a certain |iroportion of '^normal'*' disadvantaged children 
would still have probl.e'ms in academic and social adjxistment* Various 
studies (Teinstein^'.19p5; Pisher, 1967) have s}(own that socially 
deviant boy3 place htman fig^jres fiirther apart than normals,' 
P^rhahs th.e simplest interpretation of this is that a significant 
effect/ miRht have bt&en found for the normal children if a greater 
purob^^r of subjects had been used* . " ^ 



